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Quite a few years ago we started this language course specially for those who have to go to a Germany either to work or for higher studies, but cannot
attend any language course regularly. We also hoped a few more readers will be able to acquaint themselves with German through this course. With this
lesson we are going to end this series for the time being.
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In the last lesson you learnt how to use the verbs 'haven' and 'sein' in their past forms. In this lesson you will come to know the past forms of other verbs.
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In German for most of the verbs the 'present perfect' tense of the verb is used to indicate an action that took place in the past. The 'Perfekt' from of the
verb consists of two parts : the verb 'haben' will be conjugated according to the subject and will occupy the 2nd position, and the participle (Partizip) form
of the main verb will be placed at the end. For some special verbs the verb 'sein' will be used instead of 'haben’ as the helping verb.
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German verbs are divided into two broad categories.

(1) Schwach [shvakh / *@1% weak | : @2 famasfor #fiz1 eifb @b FermepTCa ot 2 / 'Partizip' forms of these verbs follow a pattern

(2) Stark [shtark / 351% strong ] : @2 f&@aeiwesfera #nfbizet it (e o frsrRpIca 22 =11/ 'Partizip' forms of these verb donot follow any pattern
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For the ‘Partizip’ form of the regular (weak) verbs, we add 'ge' in front of the root and 't' at the end. Example :

machen [to do / 41 | — ge + mach + t = gemacht (done)
spielen [to play / ¢¥T1 41 ] — ge + spiel + t = gespielt (played)
wohnen [to live / 91 %41 ] — ge + wohn + t = gewohnt (lived)
Was haben Sie am Sonntag gemacht ? [literal translation : what have you done on Sunday / TR & FaC |

(2) 'Stark' ferT=mesfera “MMibize1 5157 1 22 o1 4Tga AT 'ge’ 8 C¥ITH 'en’ 19 ¢ | SHI=ael :
'Partizip' of stark verbs are formed by adding 'ge" in the front and 'en’ at the end of the root. Example :
geben [to give / (w1 | — hat gegeben (has given)
lesen [to read / #®1 | — hat gelesen (has read)
5=/ but schreiben [to write / BT41 ] — hat geschrieben (has written)
trinken [to drink / #7 <1 ] — hat getrunken (has drunk)
o1 7 SHTRACe (7l o/ 'Partizip' form @ YR g sife 20z |

In the last two examples one could see the vowels in the the root of the verb change in the 'Partizip' forms.
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Many verbs have a prefix infront of the root of the verb. Some prefixes like ab, an, ein, zu etc. are separable, while some prefixes like be , er, ver, etc are
inseperable.
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While forming the 'Partizip', the separable prefix preceeds the prefix 'ge’, like : prefix + ge + main verb +t. Example :

zumachen (zu-machen) [to close / 9% 1 | — hat zugemacht [has closed / & %1 |
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'Partizip' forms of verbs with inseperable prefixes would not take any 'ge' infront of the root, only 't' will be added at the end. Example :

besuchen [to visit / (721 F41 T (WACS ST | — hat besucht (has visited)
TEPRAF IS [@17%, AT 1A Yieren’ *r312#15 I& W, 'Partizip' form-6re faaeicm e @ 't el 263 | Twrzge
For the few verbs that end with 'ieren' for the 'Partizip’ form only a 't' will be added at the end. Example :

telefonieren [to phone / call CBfTCzFIe 41 | — hat telefoniert (has phoned / called)
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reparieren [to repair / (NS 41 | — hat repariert (has repaired)
gratulieren [to congratulate / STfSwwe ST | — hat gratuliert (has congratulated)
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We would like to mention another group of verbs, which is neither fully ‘'weak' nor fully 'strong'— they share the characteristics of both the groups while
forming the 'Partizip'. Example :

bringen [to bring / Tz =111 ] — hat gebrachat (has brought)
denken [to think / f5%1, Xt %41 | — hat gedacht (has thought / remembered)
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Some verbs take the help of verb 'sein' instead of 'haben’ for the 'Partizip' forms. These can be divided in three groups :

(1) @ fFaremesfer 51 @ 1 #Ifséy (I ; Verbs indicating movement from one place to another :
fahren [to travel / @l 41 | — ist gefahren (has traveled)
gehen [to go / T8 ] — ist gegangen (has gone)
fallen [to fall / #IT A& | — ist gefallen (has fallen) 2@nf / etc.

(2) @ feemesfora s12gIw #ifaé= 3fbw Ca : Verbs indicating a change of state :
einschlafen [to fall asleep / 91T #wl | — ist eingeschlafen (has fallen asleep)
aufstehen [to wake / get up / &T WIGTCaTT 2T (&7Csl @31 | — ist aufgestanden (has woken / stood up)
werden [to become / 2831 | — ist geworden (has become)
sterben [to die / g5 2831 | — ist gestorben (has died)

(3) 4% Tfe@ ! faarm @afer ATErS (FFIC1 WIeT W73 AT 11— GRS T2 feEwew 2103 'sein' @ A2y K
There are two more verbs which do not belong to either of the above mentioned groups, but they use the verb 'sein' as the accompanying verb, while

forming the 'Perfekt’. These verbs are :
'sein’ [to be / T / T#IfFS 2T | — ist gewesen (has been)

'bleiben’ [to remain / (AT ST / T 1 | — ist geblieben (has remained)
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